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Search and Rescue 
Location of Incident: Jester’s Trail (Gila Mountains), Yuma AZ 

On Monday, January 25, 2015 at approximately 1:25 p.m., the Yuma County Sheriff's Office received a 911 
call from a female caller stating that she and her husband had been hiking in the Jester’s Trail west of the Gila 
Mountains and her husband had fallen off the edge of the mountain.   

Deputies who responded to the call determined that the area where the hikers were located was inaccessible 
by vehicle. Deputies on scene requested the assistance of the YCSO Search and Rescue Team for ground 
support and the Yuma Marine Corps Air Station Search and Rescue Unit for air support. The Yuma MCAS 
SAR responded, and at approximately 3:22 p.m. located the caller and fall victim.  The female caller was 
airlifted and brought back to the YCSO units waiting at the base of the mountain. The fall victim was rescued 
from the mountainside and airlifted to Yuma Regional Medical Center by MCAS SAR helicopter.  

Sheriff Leon Wilmot would like to take this opportunity to thank all the agencies involved- Rural Metro Fire and 
Ambulance, YCSO SAR Team and the Yuma MCAS SAR Unit- for their continued support with assisting in 
emergency situations and search and rescue missions. Their willingness to respond at a moment’s notice has 
undoubtedly saved many lives.  

As was reported before, the Yuma MCAS SAR Unit will be disbanded in October due to budget cuts. Sheriff 
Wilmot stated, “It is very sad news to hear that the administration in Washington D.C. will cut funding for 
something that, by its shear name (Search and Rescue), provides such a critical service. These men and 
women are not only vital to our military and pilots, but they are also a significant part of the EMS community 
wherever they are stationed. The YCSO and local community has been the recipient of emergency and search 
and rescue services provided by the Yuma MCAS SAR on numerous occasions and would encourage the 
administration to rethink cutting the funding to such a vital service.” 
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