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FRAUD ALERTS  
 
The Yuma Police Department has received several recent reports of different types of 
scams.  We want to keep the public updated to the new scams that are reported and will 
put out Fraud Alerts on a regular basis.  It is our hope that by keeping the residents of 
Yuma up to date of any new scam that is reported, we can limit the damage caused by 
these scams. 
 
Family Member in Distress Scam 
 
Many people have heard of this scam and it’s been circulating for years making 
scammers millions of dollars. For those who may not be aware of this type of scam 
here’s how it works.   
 
The victim gets a phone call from a “relative” that states they are in some kind of trouble 
(accident, arrested for DUI, held up at border, victim of theft, etc.) and they need money 
wired to them to remedy their situation or the victim is instructed to wire the money to a 
representative from whatever agency the “relative” is dealing with. 
 
Once the victim agrees, they wire the money and the “relative” contacts them to get the 
money control transfer number so the money can be picked up. Once the money is sent 
it’s gone and so is the scammer.  
 
Grandparents are common targets of this scam. They may not see their grandchildren 
often and may not recognize their voices as easily as they would someone they see on a 
regular basis.  
 
Scammers can obtain information about their victims from a lot of resources. The 
Internet provides the most information about someone. This makes it easy for a 
scammer to get family member names and other information about their victims.  
 
The best way to prevent this scam is to elicit as much information from the caller as 
possible. Ask a question that only family members would know such as a detail of a 
family event or gathering.  Another way to confirm whether this is a scam is to contact a 
direct relative of the “relative” that called you and verify the information they gave you. 
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This scam is very effective and the callers can be very manipulative. Always have your 
guard up and never wire money to anyone unless you’ve confirmed it is legitimate.  
 
The chance of locating a suspect is unlikely and recovery of the money wired is unlikely. 
This is why it is such an effective scam. 
 
If you have been the victim of this type of scam you should report it online at 
www.ic3.gov providing as much information as possible.  You may also file a police 
report with the Yuma Police Department by contacting us at (928)373-4700.  

 

http://www.ic3.gov/
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